Micrographia. 

fir it of Urine would very readily and eafily fink into it, as Would alfo 
feveral tin&ures drawn with Jpirit of Wine. 

Nor is Marble the only feemingly clofe ftone, which by other kinds of 
Experiments may be found porous 5 for I have by this kind of Experi- 
ment on divers other ftones found much the fame effeft, and in fome in- 
deed much more notable. Other ftones I have found fo porous, that with 
the Microfcope I could perceive feveral fmall winding holes, much like 
Worm-holes,asI have noted in fome kind of rurbeckcftonefsy looking on 
the furface of a piece newly flaw’d off 5 for if otherwife, thefurface has 
been long expos’d to the Air, or has been feraped with any tool, thofe 
fmall caverns are fill’d with duft,and difappear. 

And to confirm this Conjecture, yet further, I fhall here infert an excel- 
lent account, given into the Royal Society by that Eminently Learned Phy- 
fician, Doctor Goddard, of an Experiment, not lefs inftrudtive?then curi- 
ous and accurate, made by himfclf on a very hard and feemingly clofe 
ftone call’d Ocultts Mundi , as I find it preferv’d in the Records of that 
Honourable Society. 

A fmall ftone of the kind, call’d by fome Authours, 0 cuius, 
Mundi, being dry and cloudy, weigh’d 5 g 9 6 Grains. 

The fame put under water for a night, and fomewhat more, 
became tranfparent, and the fuperficies being wiped dry, 
weighed 6 g. Grains. 

The difference between thefe two weights, o of a Grain. 

The fame Stone kept out of water one Day and becoming 
cloudy again weighed, 5^ Gr nines. 

Which was more then the firft weight, o-^ ot a Grain. 

The fame being kept two Days longer weighed, 5^ Gr nines. 

Which was lefs then at firft, of a Grain. 

Being kept dry fomething longer it did not grow fenfibly 
lighter. 

Being put under water for a night and becoming again tranf- 
parent and wiped dry, the weight was, 6 g - 6 Grains, the fame 
with the firft after putting in water, and more then the laft 
weight after keeping of it dry, of a Grain. 

Another Stone of the fame kind being variegated with milky 
white and gray like fome forts of Agates, while it lay under water, 

was alwaies invironed with little Bubbles, fuch as appeal in 

water 
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water a little before boyling, next the fides of the VeiTel. 

There were alfo fome the like Bubbles on the Surface of the 
water juft over it, as if either fome exhalations came out of it, 
or that it did excite fome fermentation in the parts o. the water 

C ° Ttewas little fenfible difference in the tranfparency of this 
Stonefoefore the putting under water, and after : To be fure the 
milky -white parts continued as before* but more difference in 
weight then in the former. For whereas before the putting 
into the water the weight was 1 8 g. Graines. After it had lyen 
in about four and twenty hours the weight was 10 fg Graines , fo 

the difference was, Graines. 

The fame Stone was infufed in the water fealding hot, and fo 
continuedfor awhile after it was cold, but gotno more weight 
then upon infufing in the cold, neither was there any fenfible 
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In which Experiment, there are three Obfervables,that feem very mani- 
feftly to prove the poroufnefs of thefe feemingly dole bodies: the firft: 
is their acquiring a tranfparency, and lofing their whitenefs after fteeping 
in water, which will feem the more ftrongly to argue ir, if what I have 
already laid about the making tranfparent, or clarifying of fome bodies, 
as the white powder of beaten Glals, and the froth of lome glutinous 
tranfparent liquor be well confider’d j for thereby it will feem rational 
to think that this tranfparency arifes from the inlinuation of the water 
(which has much the fame refra&ion with fuch ftony particles, as may be 
difcoverd by Sand view’d with a Microfcope) into thole pores which were 
formerly repleat with air (that has a very differing refraction, and con- 
lequently is very reflexive) which feems to be confirm’d by the fecond 
Obfervable, namely, the increafe of Weight after fteeping, and decreafe 
upon drying. And thirdly,feem’d yet more fenfibly confirm’d by the mul- 
titude of bubbles in the laft Experiment. 

We find alfo moft Acid Salts very readily to diflblve and feparate the 
parts of this body one from another $ which is yet a further Argument to 
confirm the poroulhefs ot bodies, and will lerve as luch, to Ihew that 
even Glafs alio has an abundance of pores in it,fince there are feveral li- 
quors, that with long flaying in a Glals, will fo Corrode and eat into it, as 
at laft, to' make it pervious to the liquor it contain’d, of which I have 
leen very many Inftances. 

Since therefore we find by other proofs, that many of thofe bodies 

P 2 which 





